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In the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, we need to continue focusing
on aid and relief for victims:

* Victims of Hurricane Katrina in Louisi-
ana, Mississippi and Alabama have lost
loved ones, friends, neighbors, as well as
their homes, businesses and belongings.
They will continue to face many chal-
lenges as they begin to rebuild their lives.

* Preparation and response to Hurricane
Katrina was not adequate, however there
will be plenty of time for critical assess-
ments after immediate aid and relief are
completed.

* This is not a time for partisan finger-point-
ing. Republicans and Democrats need
to work as partners in the recovery and
reconstruction process.

America has responded to those
in need:

* The outpouring of support for those who
have opened their homes, wallets and
hearts for those affected shows unwavering
generosity. Charitable donations total over
$762 million. The American Red Cross has
raised $584 million in gifts and pledges.
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e Hundreds of millions of dollars in cash,
basic need items and supplies have been
donated by large and small businesses
across the country.

* Congress responded in a prompt and bi-
partisan manner to pass two supplemental
funding requests, totaling over $62 billion.

Republicans in the Senate will contin-
ue to assist impacted communities on
the road to recovery in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina:

* We will honor and remember the many
who lost their lives while trying to save
their own lives and those of others on the
National Day of Prayer and Remembrance
Service on Friday, September 16.

* As we move forward, Senate Republicans
are committed to prioritizing the need for
additional relief that extend beyond im-
mediate basic needs.

* We need to focus on recovery and rebuild-
ing through a coordinated and comprehen-
sive plan to help the Gulf Coast region.
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