OUR NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR VICTORY IN IRAQ
Fact Sheet/Executive Summary

Victory In Iraq Is Defined In Stages

e Short term, Iraq is making steady progress in defeating
the terrorists, meeting political milestones, building
democratic institutions, and standing up security forces.
Medium term, Iraq is in the lead fighting terrorists and
providing its own security, with a permanent government in
place, and on its way to achieving economic potential.
Long term, Iraq is peaceful, united, stable, and secure,
well integrated into the international security, and a full
partner in the global war on terrorism.

Victory In Iraqg Is A Vital National Interest

e lraqg is the front line in the global war on terror, and its
future will either embolden terrorists to expand their reach,
or deal them a decisive and crippling blow.

The Enemy Is Diffuse And Sophisticated

e The enemy is a combination of Sunni rejectionists, former
regime loyalists, and foreign terrorists.

e Each element shares a common short-tem objective —
infect, terrorize, and tear down — but has separate and
incompatible long-term goals.

Our Mission Is Organized Along Three Tracks:

e Political: Isolate the terrorists, Engage those outside the
process, and Build stable, pluralistic, national institutions
that can represent all Iragis.

e  Security: Clear areas of enemy control, Hold those areas
with Iragi forces, and Build capacity of local institutions to
deliver services and advance the rule of law.

e Economic: Restore neglected infrastructure, Reform
stifling Saddam-era regulations, and Build government
capacity and human capital to reach full economic
potential.

> We Are Making Progress On Each Track Of The Strateqy

Political Progress:

e InJanuary, 8.5 million Iragis defied terrorist threats to vote
for Irag’s first democratically elected government. In
October’s constitutional referendum, turnout neared 10
million, and there was less election day violence.

More than 300 parties and coalitions are registered for the
December elections, and even those who opposed the
constitution have organized for the December vote.

Security Progress:

e In March 2005, U.S. and Iragi forces received 483 intelligen:
tips from Iraqi citizens; in August, they received 3,300, and i
September more than 4,700.

In June 2004 no Iraqi Security Force unit controlled
territory. Today, much of Baghdad province is under the
control of Iraqi forces, and the cities of Najaf and Karbala
are controlled by Iraqi forces.

Economic Progress:

e GDP is expected to grow in real terms by 3.7 percent in
2005 and nearly 17 percent in 2006.

e Since April 2003, Iraq has registered 30,529 new
businesses.

> Challenges Remain

e lraq is overcoming the devastation of 30 years of tyranny.
e The enemy in Iraq is ruthless.
e The neighborhood is inhospitable to a democratic Irag.

> This Strategy Is (And Must Be) Conditions Based

e No war has ever been won on a timetable and neither will
this one.
e Aslraq makes progress, our posture will change.
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